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Thank You, MAC
By Yung Hua Nancy Ng Tam, 2010 recipient of the Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship for Minority Students
Hello fellow MAC members! I am honored to be among 
your new members and a part of the growing list of 
archives students that MAC has supported through 
its Archie Motley Memorial Scholarship for Minority 
Students.
I first was introduced to archival work two years ago when 
I became the successful candidate for the linked position 
of graduate scholar in Asian/Pacific American (A/PA) 
Archives and masters student in the archives and public 
history program at NYU. My employers, the Asian/Pacific/
American (A/P/A) Institute and the Tamiment Library & 
Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives, were partner institutions 
embarking on A/PA archives-building initiatives—some 
of the first seeking to systematically preserve New York 
Asian/Pacific American history. The main project that I 
worked on was a Metropolitan New York Library Council-
funded Documentary Heritage Project aimed at surveying 
archival collections documenting Asian/Pacific American 
communities in the New York 
Metropolitan area. Over the 
course of two years, my colleagues 
and I visited the homes, offices, 
and storage spaces of almost 
eighty A/PA community groups 
and individuals and worked with 
them to describe their records. 
From this work, we were able to 
map the kinds of records that 
have been and are being kept and 
were able to share this information 
about available documentation 
and promote its use to interested 
researchers through our project Web site: http://dlibdev 
.nyu.edu/tamimentapa/?q=collections_list. We also were 
able to develop relationships with our survey contacts 
that facilitated the donation of several important A/PA 
collections to NYU’s archives.
In addition to the archives survey project, I have had the 
opportunity to work on several other projects in my capacity 
as graduate scholar. I worked extensively with the papers 
of Japanese American activist George Yuzawa, processing 
the collection and curating an exhibit that opened during 
an event inviting community members into the archives 
to celebrate his life and the donation of his papers to the 
Tamiment Library 
& Robert F. Wagner 
Labor Archives. I 
a lso managed the 
f i les of the A/P/A 
Institute’s various 
archives-collecting 
initiatives, creating 
and maintaining an 
organizational system 
that kept track of 
donations to help 
build a centralized 
archive of disbanded A/PA organizations. 
During my summers I was able to gain further processing 
experience through jobs at the Tamiment Library & 
Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives working with collections 
of various media such as the Actor’s Fund Photographs 
and the Communist Party audio and 
manuscript collections. During my 
first year, I briefly volunteered with 
the Museum of Chinese in America 
(MOCA), helping to research copyright 
ownership and locate objects MOCA 
planned to display in its permanent 
collection. During my second year, 
I volunteered at the Asian American 
Arts Centre, a Chinatown-based non-
profit where I assisted its archivists in 
researching A/PA history for eventual 
inclusion in its artists digital archive 
Web site. Throughout my two years, 
I have had the opportunity to supplement my education 
further through conducting presentations at and attending 
various professional conferences and workshops in 
copyright policy, digital archiving, public history, and 
Asian American studies. Many of these opportunities were 
either high cost or low-paying, and I am thankful to the 
various people and organizations such as MAC who have 
made such a great education and learning experience in 
the heart of New York’s A/PA community possible for 
me. THANK YOU!
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